“Everything is under control.” But is it?
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Pre-Activity (background knowledge)
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Pre-Activity (Vocabulary)
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Pre-Activity (Worksheet)

Please type your questions. You can ask questions either in Japanese or English.

When you print it out, make sure to save space you would write answers in class.
Your Question 1:
Your Question 2:

Your Questigp

otate others’ questions and answers (at least 2 Q& A) here in class.

Comments/Suggestions to the movie director (you can write after the talk in class).



Q&A Sample

Q: In Japan, how much can public opposition prevent or change
government policy? Is there any historical precedent for this?

A: On the local level, there have been some successes. In

Niigata, on the east coast of Japan, about four hours away from
Fukushima, there is also a nuclear power plant. After the Fukushima
accident, they were able to elect an outspoken anti-nuclear energy
activist as their mayor. When the Abe administration made their
orders to reopen and restart many of the nuclear power plants
around Japan, this mayor was able to prevent that from ha]ppening
to the plant in Niigata. In that case, the public was successtul in
getting what they had opposed. On the national level, it is a lot
more difficult. And this is not just a Japan problem--it is a global
issue. In America we just had a nation-wide Women's March, and
that is a lot of public opposition for the current government. But
how much does all that protest actually do to change government
policy? It is an issue we are all dealing with.



Q&A Sample

Q: [Knowing the problems of the safety myth, risks of
nuclear energy production, and energy needs,]
Would you personally endorse using nuclear energy
in Japan? In America?

A: The technology is not ready yet. There needs to be
a balance, a match between the risk assessment of
engineers and the risk perception of the public. For
example, Germany shut down their nuclear power
plants after the disaster at Fukushima.



Q&A Sample

Q: Following the meltdown in Fukushima, how did
Tokyo and the other places relying on the plant for
1/3 of their energy make up for the loss of their main

power supply?

A: Every plant in Japan was closed down immediately
following the meltdown, and in the meantime
Japanese people cut back (setsuyaku) on their own.
The rest of the loss was made up for by importing
foreign resources.



"Human error” Comprehension Questions
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* Length : 2-3 pages (use the sakubun sheet
uploaded in the course site)
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Sachiko (78) has a
new hobby called
Aizome (8% »). She
dyes fabric and

creates beautiful
cloth. She wants the
next nuclear reactor
to be built in the
middle of Tokyo.
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