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Where one has language-dependent activities, the language is seen as
the problem and the activities are used to solve it: where one has activity-
dependent language, the reverse is the case. (Widdowson, 1984, p.123)

51FH2

| think we need to reverse the conventional direction of dependency in the presentation of
language: instead of focusing attention on language items (whether these are conceived of in
structural or notional terms) and then devising activities contingently to facilitate their
acquisition, we might think primarily of activities which call for a contingent use of language
and which necessarily involve the engagement of the sort of procedures discussed in this paper.

(Widdowson, 1984, p.123)
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There is at least a possibility, which is worth exploring, that the problems might be organized
along a dependency scale analogous to the scale of increasing complexity reflected in a
structural syllabus. (Widdowson, 1984, p.123)
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