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AABSTRACT

his paper clarifies the function of imperative

expressions with the auxiliary verb “teoku”
(“prepare in advance”) . The basic meaning of “teoku”
is usually regarded as preparation. But it is difficult
to provide beneficial guidance to Japanese language
learners for making contextually proper use of this
verb. “teoku” is attached to achievement verbs because
the verb oku has an end point of action. Therefore,
imperative expressions with “teoku” command hear-
ers to complete the action before the reference point
of time. These expressions, as default, are interpreted
as ordering the action to be performed after a certain
time has elapsed, rather than at the time of utterance.
The mentioned above provides a natural explanation
for the tendency to prefer the expressions in question.
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