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AABSTRACT

revious research on responses to compliments

has typically analyzed them at the utterance
level; however, this approach may overlook broader
discourse-level aspects. The present study examines
Japanese and Chinese conversations in initial en-
counters and among friends, treating all responses to
a single compliment as a cohesive unit and analyzing
them at the discourse level. The findings indicate that
the most frequently observed response pattern across
different conversational settings is the “combination
type,” in which recipients exhibit different reactions
before and after their overall response to a single com-
pliment is considered as a cohesive unit. Recipients
adjust their responses while observing the verbal
behavior of the compliment giver, carefully balancing
their reactions to avoid rejecting goodwill or appear-
ing self-congratulatory, thereby skillfully managing
interpersonal relationships.

RKEY WORDS

compliments, response, discourse analysis,
interpersonal relationships,

cross-cultural comparison of Japan and China

A Discourse-Level Analysis of Responses

to Compliments

A Cross-Cultural Comparison of Japanese and Chinese
Conversations in Initial Encounters and Among Friends

ANG YANNI

HAGE A ARGEBHE UL [16] 2025




