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A ABSTRACT

hinese learners typically encounter problems

with the use of punctuations. This appears to
be due to the perception that the Japanese language
has vague rules regarding commas and that periods
must be placed at the end of sentences. Previous
studies indicate that, in both Japanese and Chinese
languages, periods are used when a single sentence
makes complete sense, whereas in Japanese, peri-
ods can be used if a sentence is complete in terms
of grammatical construction. This corresponds to
the perception that commas can be placed where
periods would typically be placed, which we be-
lieve contributes to the vagueness of the comma
in Japanese language. Therefore, in this study, we
use the JCK composition corpus to investigate the
actual use of commas at the end of sentences by
native Japanese speakers. Additionally, we sample
and analyze sentences in which the use of a period
or comma is uncertain. The results confirmed three
patterns of comma use: 1) patterns where commas
are used in conjunction with conjunctions, 2) pat-
terns where commas are used with demonstrative
words, and 3) patterns where commas are used to
set off parenthetical phrases.
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