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AABSTRACT

his study examines accent weakening in the

Japanese speech of Chinese learners, focusing
on phrases composed of two elements in a restrictive
modification relationship. It investigates how accent
weakening is produced, the influence of phonetic
knowledge on its production, and the phonetic crite-
ria listeners use to perceive it. Results show that learn-
ers produce accent weakening at a low rate, regardless
of proficiency level. However, the introduction of pho-
netic knowledge significantly improved performance.
In terms of perceptual criteria, for the “kernel-bearing
+ kernel-bearing (atamadaka-gata)” and “kernel-
bearing + kernel-bearing (nakadaka-gata)” types the
boundary for perceiving weakening lies around a $5%
and 40% initial pitch rise ratio, respectively. For the
“kernel-bearing + non-kernel-bearing,” “non-kernel-
bearing + kernel-bearing(nakadaka-gata),” and “non-
kernel-bearing + non-kernel-bearing” combinations,
the boundary values for initial pitch rise are approxi-
mately 2.4st, 0.9st,and 0.7st, respectively.
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