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AABSTRACT

he semantics of so-called “modal TA” at modern

Japanese sentence-final position has been
controversial between modal/attitudinal view and
temporal (past) view. Sadanobu (2001, 2004) argues
for the latter by showing that the latter, combined
with a cognitive conception of “mental access point
for getting information’, can explain “modal TA"s
(un)naturalness in accordance with various situations.
In this paper I shall point out further evidence for
past view of “modal TA” from a communicative
perspective. Finishing one’s sentence with “modal
TA” is often allowed only for people of special
communicative status. Unlike modal/attitudinal
view, past view can explain this “prestigious” feature of
“modal TA” sentence in conversation.

&KEY WORDS
“modal TA’, “propositional TA’, Japanese, access point,
communication

Who Can Finish His/Her Sentence with
TA in Japanese Communication?
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