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HABSTRACT

his paper proposes methods of using metaphors

to present the meanings and functions of “noda”
to learners of Japanese. The paper exhibits examples of
how to introduce and practice “noda,” and deliberates
on anticipated effects. The acts of revealing, seeing
and trying to see what is hidden behind a door
overlap the subtle but basic image of ‘revealing what
a prearranged hidden state of things is” presented by
“noda.” Presenting the image of a door in this way,
by overlapping it with the meanings and functions
of “noda,” surely will supplement the explanation of
its usage with words, and help learners understand
its meanings and functions. The anticipated effects
by these methods of presentation are: 1) enabling
learners to feel the overall image of “noda,’ 2) enabling
learners to communicate nuances that are difficult to
explain, and 3) enabling learners to obtain an image
that is common in various usages.
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