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AABSTRACT

pplying the “positioning approach” (Bamberg

2006), I investigate how the conversational
participants’ uses of vocabulary and grammatical ex-
pressions relate to the teller’s presentation of self; spe-
cifically the presentation of her ‘ordinariness” (Sacks
1992). 1 demonstrate how the recipient displays
her surprise by using the form [V-te + simau (tyau)],
repeating the teller’s phrase and her voice quality, and
how the teller presents her ordinariness in response to
the recipient, contextualizing her story and position-
ing herself in relation to other story characters by
using a family term and the form [V-te + morau]. This
study shows how examining vocabulary and gram-
matical expressions which index the speaker’s position
and her evaluative stance is important for the analysis
of the teller’s self.
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conversational storytelling, presentation of self, positioning
approach, ordinariness, contextualization
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