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A ABSTRACT

ased on the speech-processing hierarchy

where speaker of echo-question treats the
utterance from partner, the speech-function of
echo-question in discourse of Japanese Lan-
guage is expressed as the surprised response,
the showing of unsatisfactory or doubt, and
the enjoyment of partner’s utterance. Each
echo-question is uttered with such charac-
teristics as the intonation of the final mora in
each question, the presence of laughter and the
imitation of partner’s expression. Based on the
intonation of the final mora in echo-question,
the surprised response and the showing of un-
satisfactory or doubt can be placed each other.
Therefore, the intonation of the final mora is
the effective feature to identify the function of
echo-question.

&KEY WORDS

echo-question, speech-function,
speech-processing hierarchy, contextualization cues,
intonation of the final mora in echo-question

The Relationship in Speech-Function and
Intonation of the Final Mora in

Echo-Question.
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