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AABSTRACT

he present study investigated how Taiwanese
learners of Japanese had difficulty with percep-
tion of the /n/, /r/,and /d/ in the Japanese language.
It examined questions such as how Taiwanese learn-
ers misperceive the /n/, /r/, and /d/, or how the
phonetic environment affects perception problems.
This study found that /n/ and /r/ were less fre-
quently misperceived, whereas the /d/ had a high
tendency to be misperceived. It also noted an identical
tendency to misperceive the /d/ when it was followed
by the /e/ vowel, and that the /d/ was more frequent—
ly misperceived as the /r/ rather than the /n/.

&KEY WORDS
Taiwanese, /n/, /r/,and /d/, perceptual confusions,
phonetic environment, error patterns of perception
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