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AABSTRACT

his paper considers a common feature that

appeared in the usage of co-operative utterance
strategies by three Japanese learners in Japanese-based
contact situations, in connection with Politeness
Theory. The common feature was that, despite their
different linguistic competence, all the learners used
the strategies ‘word form check’ and ‘indirect appeal,
which use non-verbal elements like rising intonation
and fillers, more often. On the other hand, the strate-
gies direct appeal and ‘understanding check’ which
use verbal elements (like yes or no questions) were
used very little. As a result of investigation, it became
clear that this phenomenon was an outcome of the
learners’ intention to maintain the balance of polite-
ness between the participants in conversation when
using strategies to solve problems.
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