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A ABSTRACT

his study aims at investigating the similarities

and differences in the topic development pat-
terns of initial conversations carried out in Japanese
and Chinese between Chinese learners of Japanese.

This study showed that during initial conversations
in Japanese, learners tend to prefer a Q&A type inter-
action to an interaction in which new topics are intro-
duced by both sides (“interactive topic introduction
type”), whereas “interactive topic introduction type” is
more prevalent over the Q&A type interaction when
they converse in Chinese. The results were obtained
using a Chi-square test, and the significance level was
5%, showing statistical significance.

Based on the result of the study, a suggested ap-
plication to Japanese language teaching is to shift the
focus of conversation instruction from a Q&A type
interaction to an “interactive topic introduction type”.
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