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SABSTRACT

ncorrect expressions are often found in the utter-
Iances and compositions of learners of Japanese.
The incorrect expressions and their corrected equiva-
lents develop into synonyms. It would be beneficial
for Japanese language instructors to research the
synonyms of such content words because of the
inherent difficulties as a research target for scholars of
Japanese linguistics. Therefore, this paper proposes a
method for Japanese language instructors to research
synonyms by holding informal research meetings
with fellow instructors. First, an instructor creates “a
handout of the first stage,” which shows how the data
was arranged and the discussion is then formed on
the basis of the handout in the research meeting, Ac-
cording to the results of the discussion, the instructor
creates “a handout of the second stage,” followed by
a successive discussion. By repeating such research
activities, Japanese language instructors can improve
their research skills.
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