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*ABSTRACT

his paper discusses factors contributing to the

development of rules for the usage of stylistic
variation items among Japanese language learners.
It describes the use of stylistic variation items of 6
English native learners of Japanese in the casual and
formal conversations. In addition, it describes their
perceptions and reasons behind the usages. As the
result of the analysis, the following are considered to
be main factors for the development of usage rules
for stylistic variation items. These are 1) learners’
sociolinguistic norm, 2) learners’ identity, 3) learners’
linguistic knowledge of the items, and 4) learners’
proficiency in the items. Therefore, differences in the
usage of stylistic variation among the learners can be
attributed to these factors.
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