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A ABSTRACT

his study investigated how native and non-native

Japanese speakers use mieru and mirareru, using
Meidai Daialgue Corpus and Database of Japanese
Language Learners” Conversation. It was found that
both native and non-native speakers use mieru more
than mirareru. Although, at first glance, the usages of
native and non-native speakers seem to be consistent,
through a more detailed analysis, I found significant
differences between them. In particular, low profi-
ciency non-native speakers tend to overuse mieru and
underuse mirareru. I also found that there is a large
gap between the usages of these words in Japanese

textbooks and actual speech by native speakers.

&KEY WORDS
Meidai Dialogue Corpus, Database of Japanese Language
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the Japanese Potential Verbs

mieru and mirareru

A corpus-based analysis of language usages
in conversation by native and non-native speakers
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