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AABSTRACT

A-]‘though the Japanese expression shiyd has a large
number of uses, this paper addresses the uses of
the construction formed by appending the sentence
final particle “yo” to it, forming the grammatical
expression shiyd-yo for the purposes of “criticism”
and “desire expression”. “Criticism” is used when an
action in question was not realized at a point in the
past. “Desire expressions” are used when a speaker
retrospectively wishes to express a desired realization
ofan action in question with respect to actions occur-
ring in the present, past actions, or past conditions. In
each of these usages, the addition of the sentence final
particle “yo” adds a marked “listener-targeted™ness to
the expression.

The results of a questionnaire survey clearly
showed that the frequency of each of these usage
patterns was high for people under the age of 30. We
believe that the degree of interpersonal intimacy has
a large impact on usage in expressing “criticism’, and
our results revealed that the “desire expression” usage
is generally not spoken.

&KEY WORDS
Sh[y&»yn, criticism, desire expression,
sentence final particle “yo’, the use actual situation

The Meaning and Usage of Shiyo

“criticism” and “desire expression”: Shiyd-yo
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