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AABSTRACT

his study investigates the characteristics of

discourse observed in superior-level speakers of
Japanese as a second language. We analyzed ACTFL-
OPI interview data quantitatively and qualitatively,
while focusing on elements important to listeners,
including fillers, paraphrasing, and sentence-final
particles among others. The results revealed the fol-
lowing characteristics of superior-level speakers: (1)
they attempt to find more appropriate expressions to
make themselves understood, by using fillers or test-
ing expressions, rephrasing, and providing concrete
examples, (2) they involve listeners by displaying their
uncertainty and ambiguity, through the use of certain
types of fillers and sentence-final particles, (3) they
construct sentences while checking the listener’s state
of knowledge by means of sentence-final expressions
like -ndesuyo, -ndesune, -ndesuyone.
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