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AABSTRACT

his study deals with an effective instruction

of the Japanese sentence pattern of “Verb-te +
emotional expression,” as in “Tomodachi ni aenaku-te,
sabishii desu” (I am sad that I cannot see my friends).
Japanese language learners often misuse it in their
oral and written communication as “*Tomodachi ni
awanaku-te, sabishii desu” (I am sad that I don'’t see
my friends).

Accordingly, we researched how to deal with this
sentence pattern in elementary Japanese language
textbooks, and propose a rule for Japanese language
learners to correctly apply it. In addition, we suggest
more detailed grammar notes for Japanese language
instructors.

&KEY WORDS

Two types of a Japanese sentence pattern of the form
“Verb-te + emotional expression,” unmarked verb-te-form,
verb-te-form of potential verb, passive and benefactive
expressions

““Tomodachi ni awanaku-te,

sabishii desu”
Effective instruction of the Japanese

sentence pattern “Verb-te + emotional
expression”
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