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AABSTRACT

his paper investigates the actual use of Japanese

potential sentences marked by the case particle
‘ni. Using “Chunagon’, which is the search tool for
“Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japa-
nese,” the following three registers were compared:
Publication-Newspaper, Specific Purpose-Yahoo!
Chiebukuro, and Publication-Books. The result shows
that potential sentences marked by the particle ‘ni’
are used best in literature, which is a genre of Publi-
cation-Books, but that their frequency in the whole
corpus is not high and the used potential verbs are
restrictive. By the analysis of examples, I find that this
construction is used not only to express comparison, a
question, and a rhetorical question but also to indicate
the judgment of a writer or an agent. I propose that
this construction should be introduced for intermedi-
ate and advanced learners according to their learning
needs.
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