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AABSTRACT

he purpose of this study was to investigate how

advanced Japanese learners of Chinese native
speakers interpret the meanings of the texts incor-
rectly when reading academic papers, focusing on
misunderstanding nouns.

The result showed that there were the following six
types of the misunderstandings of nouns: (a) mistak-
ing proper nouns for common nouns, (b) being not
able to synthesize the overall meaning of compound
nouns, (c) choosing non-contextualized meaning of
ambiguous Katakana words, (d) mistaking Katakana
words for another words due to the similarities of
their sound patterns (e) interpreting the meanings of
abbreviated Sino-Japanese words incorrectly, (f) fail-
ing to grasp an anaphoric relation in the texts.

By considering the above observations, this paper
suggests that the following points should be taught
when teaching reading comprehension: (g) charac-
teristics of dictionaries and smartphone applications
for translation, and proper ways of using them, (h) the
ways of distinguishing proper nouns from common
nouns, (i) the ways of determining the meanings of
ambiguous Katakana words.
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