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A ABSTRACT

his paper investigates the linguistic behaviors of

“invitations” and “refusals to invitations” in Japa-
nese and Malay. The contrast analysis was conducted
to clarify the differences between these two behaviors
in the two languages. Socio-cultural norms that
produce these differences are also discussed in detail.
Five semantic formulas were utilized to analyze model
conversations created by Malaysian students learning
Japanese. These formulas could be considered as Face
Threatening Acts by the Japanese. As a result, three
of them produced Minus Effects due to the Positive-
Face Threat, and the other two remaining were found
to produce the Negative-Face Threat. Lastly, this paper
proposes implementation methods of these findings
in the field of education.
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