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AABSTRACT

entences used for information exchange in com-
Smunication are divided into four types: those for
assertion, those for confirmation, those for requesting
information, and those for expressing the speaker’s
doubt. Kimura & Moriyama (1997) argue that the
choice of sentence type depends on two factors:
(i) whether the speaker regards the information in
question as true or not, and (i) whether the speaker
requests the hearer to answer or not. This paper points
out that their theory cannot explain differences in the
choice of sentence type between Japanese and Chi-
nese, and argues that the necessity of confirmation in
the speaker’s (Chinese) /hearer’s (Japanese) territory
plays an important role in the choice of sentence type.
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