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AABSTRACT

his study aims to analyze the adverbial usages of
onomatopoeias and describe the condition where
the adverbial onomatopoeias occur and their features.

First, based on the analysis of the particles “to / ni”
which co-occurred with onomatopoeias, it could
be confirmed that “to” generally co-occurred with
onomatopoeias, while “ni” was marked. Second,
onomatopoeias modified only particular verbs even
if some onomatopoeias were used frequently; that is,
it was clarified that the frequency of the use of ono-
matopoeia could not always decide the variety and
the parts-of-speech of modified verbs.

In addition, I studied the verbs which onomato-
poeias modified by using a temporal concept. Ono-
matopoeias which had meanings of durability and
repeatability did not have a strict limit for an end-of-
sentential form. On the other hand, those which had
meanings of ‘one-time” and “instantaneous” rarely co-
occurred with progressive or stative expressions. That
is to say, it was revealed that there was some relation-
ship between onomatopoeias’ sound-symbolic mean-
ings and the verbs which onomatopoeia modified.
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