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AABSTRACT

his study comparatively examines how interme-

diate and advanced Japanese language learners
and native Japanese speakers adjust their expressions
when negating the utterances of first-time conversa-
tion partners to avoid causing feelings of displeasure.
The results showed that although the learners had a
certain level of consideration toward avoiding feelings
of displeasure, the methods of doing so differed from
the native speakers. There was a general dependence
on only adding the minimum necessary information,
using fillers such as “a” and “¢’, laughing, and employ-
ing partially negative expressions such as “tabun”
and “amari” In addition, the learners used forms that
reinforce negative nuances more frequently than the
native speakers; these included using the “iie” negative
response and adding the “dehanai” copula to the utter-
ance of the conversation partner.
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