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AABSTRACT

n the sentence “tarou wa {kanari/sukoshi} sake o
Inonda", both the degree adverbs “kanari” and “su-
koshi” can be used to determine the amount of beer
being drunk. In the comparative sentence “tarou wa
jirou yori {kanari/?sukoshi} sake o nonda’, however,
it seems unnatural to use “sukoshi”. The analysis in
this paper points out that there exists differences
between “kanari” class and “sukoshi” class according
to various criterion for judgment about degree. That
is, “kanari” class expresses the comparison difference
that is more than the normal standard while “sukoshi”
class expresses the comparison difference that is not
zero. Moreover, ‘kanari” class has the ability to evoke
the adverb element such as “‘ooku” while “sukoshi”
class does not. In short, the two classes have different
acceptable level when being used in the comparative

sentences.
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