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AABSTRACT

n modern Japanese, there are many “notational
Ivariants”, that is, wago (native Japanese words) and
kango (words of Chinese origin), which are spelled in
katakana. However, learners of Japanese do not ade-
quately learn notational variants. This paper discusses
the meaning of addressing the issue of “notational
variants in Japanese” and “the selection system among
kanji, hiragana, and katakana” in Japanese language
teaching, Using real example, it indicates the features
of non-standard usage of katakana in advertisement in
public transportations. Discussion reveals that teach-
ing ‘notational variants in Japanese” is meaningful for
learners of Japanese in both daily life and practical
learning situation. In addition, dealing with “the selec-
tion system of kanji, hiragana, and katakana” empow-
ers learners and is effective for better communication,
as it reflects native Japanese speakers intention in
language behavior.
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