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AABSTRACT

his study discusses what factors affect the

interpretation of nouns and the possibility of
omitting demonstrative adjectives in Japanese and
Chinese. Since there is no definite article in Japanese
and Chinese, it is predicted that Chinese is similar to
Japanese on using demonstrative adjectives. This pa-
per focuses on whether bare nouns can be interpreted
as antecedents depending on the individuation of ob-
jects and contextual relation. There are two results of
the analysis. First, if it is an event predication, the indi-
viduation of objects affects the possibility of omitting
demonstrative adjectives in Japanese. However, this is
not found in Chinese. Second, in both Japanese and
Chinese, although referents are objects, bare nouns
can be interpreted as antecedents from contextual
relation.
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