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AABSTRACT

his study analyzes the nouns used in the Na-

tional Examination for Medical Practitioners
and discusses the development of related language
teaching materials for international medical students.
To statistically analyze the nouns, we calculated the
log-likelihood ratio of each word and divided them
into three groups: high-characteristic, middle-charac-
teristic, and low-characteristic words. We then com-
pared the list of words with Nihongo Kyoiku Goihyo
[the Japanese Learners’ Dictionary] (Sunakawa et al,
2012) to identify the words that an advanced learner
of Japanese may or may not be able to understand.
The results showed that among the high-characteristic
words, less than 30% may not be taught in Japanese
language classes. Based on the analysis, we conclude
that each word requires several labels according to
its various characteristics, in order to develop useful
language teaching materials.
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