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A ABSTRACT

n contemporary Japanese conditional sentences,
Ithc functional word located at the end of a condi-
tional clause occasionally exhibit “non-conditional”
functions. Since nakya is a contracted form of naker-
eba, the former has the same conditional functions
as the latter. Their functional properties, however, are
not identical. When we take non-conditional usages
into account, we detect their discrepancies. Most in-
stances of nakereba in discourse display the evaluative
usage as a case of non-conditional usages. By contrast,
nakya is widely employed to engender a range of non-
conditional effects. Furthermore, the morphological
boundedness of nakya is weaker than that of nakereba,
and this is why nakya often stands alone freely at a
sentence-intial, a mid-sentence, and a sentence-final
position.
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