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AABSTRACT

his study analyzes interlanguage variability, influ-

ences of proficiency and L1 of Japanese learners
by investigating the actual use of noun modifications
in story descriptions. The results showed that Japa-
nese native speakers and Korean native speakers used
more noun modifications in written tasks than in oral
tasks, but Chinese native speakers used slightly more
noun modifications in written tasks than in oral tasks.
Moreover, advanced learners used more noun modi-
fications than intermediate learners, and there was a
difference of increases between written tasks and oral
tasks in Chinese native speakers and Korean native
speakers. From this, I concluded that interlanguage
variability, influences of proficiency and L1 are all
involved in the acquisition of noun modifications.
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