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AABSTRACT

his paper discusses ‘nodewanai” and “wake-

dewanai” as Synonymous expressions, analyzing
the environment in which each construction appears
from corpus data and identifying patterns in usage.
It was found that for each phrase, there were differ-
ing trends in genre, written versus spoken usage, and
where the construction appeared in a sentence. Ad-
ditionally, the relationship between the meaning of
the phrases is touched upon based on environments
where both constructions are likely to appear. Finally,
based on the different “nodewanai” and “wakedewa-
nai” usage environments, a teaching method to aid
second-language learners of Japanese in differentiat-
ing the constructions is proposed.
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