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AABSTRACT

his study analyzes the usage of Japanese passive

voice among native Chinese speakers (learners)
with an intermediate or advanced level of proficiency
in Japanese as a second language. To that end, 902
written compositions from three learners’ corpuses
were examined. The analysis revealed that the usage
of the four passive voice types vary with the learners’
Japanese proficiency levels. This study also found that
in Japanese language education, a focus on teaching
“empathy” in animate-subject passive and “agent de-
focusing” in inanimate-subject passive is particularly
effective to improve learners’ usage of passives. The
findings of this study provide insights into and sug-
gestions to improve Japanese language education for
native Chinese speakers.
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