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AABSTRACT

his study aims to clarify what kinds of sentences

can occur in honorific-neutral form (hereafter,
‘plain form’) within a polite style text and what func-
tion the use of plain form has in such cases using a
corpus comprised of books. What kinds of sentences
tend to occur in plain form depends on the purpose
of the text as a whole. In texts where the author aims
to express his or her personal opinion about a mat-
ter, plain form is observed in sentences in which the
author makes assertions or raises issues. In texts where
the author aims to introduce events or specific ob-
jects, sentences that represent a fact or an issue related
to the matter of discussion can be found in plain form.
For texts that try to encourage readers to perform a
concrete action, plain form is observed in sentences
toward the beginning of the text in which the author
gives an important instruction. It can be said that the
function of plain form sentences within a polite style
text is to grab the attention of the reader and place a
spotlight on the following content, giving rise to the

various usage scenarios described above.
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