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AABSTRACT

his study focuses on the predicate forms that

appear in geography textbooks in Japan to inves-
tigate what types of Japanese sentence are used and
what difficulties are encountered while reading these
textbooks.

It was found that geography textbooks contain
general information describing Japan and other coun-
tries. These descriptions use non-past tense forms in
the predicate, and the meaning of time is not limited.
Many sentences appear in the passive form. Addition-
ally, we found that the content of noun predicate
sentences provides the topic for reading paragraphs.
Moreover, the difference between predicates that
combine a noun + naru, meaning a phase of a change,
and another type of noun predicate was significant.
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